"Modeſt EN OU * 


INTO THE 


CON DUCT.” 
Court of ALDERMEN, | he 


The True REASONS that induced heed 
do put a Stop to the BUILDING of 


' The Manſon - Houſe, 


By their Negative Vote of the 7th of Fun laſt, 
In COMMON COUNCIL; 
Are reſpetifully ſought for, but not found. 
WITH SOME 


Short Rirrbrions on the USE and ABUSE of 
* £0 the Negative Power in that Court, 
1 


To which is added, 
aſonable Caution to the Commoners of 
Io, LONDON; | | 
To hawks of too ene Power in the 


CouxT of ALDERMEN. 


— 


* a CITIZEN of LONDON. 


Wiſdom will not allow that which is many ways 2 | 
— and no way profitable. Lord Ba Acon.., 


O NDO N: 


Hint for 1 againſt, St. Goes Church, 
| in the Strand. MDECXXXVILL, | 
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in the beſt Manner he can, 5 aſſign ſuch Cauſes 
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HEN a Body of Men, whoſe ChargAicy 
for Integrity and Wiſdom is ſo full 
eſtabliſhed, as that of the Court of AL 
dermen of London, acts in an unuſual Manner, or 
on any Occaſion exects a Power greater than com- 
mon, it naturally ſtirs up the Curioſity of all Wel- 
wiſhers, as well to that worthy Body in particular, 
as to the City in general; it begets in them a De- 
ſire of being informed of the Cauſes that produced 
ſo extraordinary an Effect; and creates an Enguir 
into the Springs which gave Motion to ſo Peru 
a Machine, | F 13. 
The Citizens of London have doubtleſs a Right 
to be properly ſatisfied of the Expediency of all 
Steps their Magiſtrates may take, but more partie 
cularly of thoſe of an extraordinary Nature; and 
whenever Perſons concerned in ſuch Meaſures either 
neglect or refuſe to give their Fellow Citizens this 
feaſonable Satisfaction, every Man is thereby left 
fo his own Liberty to judge of ſuch. Proceedings 


for 


E44 


for them, as he thinks the moſt rational and pro · 
bable. cit * | an: 
An Event of a very uncommon Nature, has ' 
lately happened in this City ; it has drawn upon us f 
the Eyes of all the Nation; and, if not very rati- 
onally accounted for, will, I fear, expoſe us to the J 
Contempt and Deriſion of all the ſenſible Part of , 
Mankind. We have, it ſeems, for ſome Years | 
paſt, thought it abſolutely neceſſary, that a magni- 
ficent Structure ſhould be erected, to be a Manſion- $ 
Houſe for the Uſe of the Lord Mayors of London, 
ſuited to the Dignity of that great Magiſtrate, and 
agreeable to the Opulence of the moſt trading City 
of the World, In order ta bring this truly Iauda- 
ble Deſign into Execution, ſeveral painful Steps 
have been taken, and many great Difficulties have 
been removed : When the Place of its Situation 
was at length, with much ado, fixed and. reſolved 
upon, we proceeded to lay heavy Fines upon the 
Living, and even diſturbed the Bones of the Dead, 
in order to its Erection: In the next Place, we 
deſtroyed a very profitable Market, and, at the | 
Expence of many Thoufands of Pounds, we erected | 
one in its Stead, which is not likely to prove of any 
great Benefit : Afrer this, we pulled down Houſes, 
dug Foundations, built a fumptuoys Model, paid 
ſevera] famous and ingenious Architects, handſome 
nay very liberal Gratuities, for Deſigns, which we 
cauſed them to draw for the intended Building: 
And, at length, ſolemnly compleated all, with ob- 
taining the Sanction of an Act of Parliament, for 


confirming our Agreement with the Rector of St. 
Mary Woolnoth, the Expence of which was not | 
ſmall. ** 8 | T 


Alfter the Expectation of all the Citizens had, in 

this deliberate Manner, been raiſed to the higheſt 
Pitch, and that they hoped to ſee the Fabrick riſe 

according to the Model, which had for ſome 5 
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been exhibited to their Inſpection, and which had 
met with their general Approbation and Applauſe; 
Behold! all on a ſudden, an entire Stop is put to 
the Progreſs of the Work, by the Majority of the 
Aldermen prefent at a late Common Council, to 
the Aſtoniſhment of all Mankind ; And all this, 
becauſe the Majority of the Commoners had given 
the Preference of the Maſons Work to the Artifi- 
cers whoſe Propoſals were higher by the Sum of 
225 l. than ſome Propoſals made at the ſame time 
by another Set of Artificers. | 

It was in vain for the Majority of the Commoners 
to affirm, they were led into this Deciſion (as they 
then ſolemnly declared, and ftill continue to de- 
dare) from a ſtrong Opinion they have conceived, 
of the ſuperior Abilities of the Perſons whoſe Pro- 
poſals they preferred: They were ſo far from ob- 
taining that Share of Credit, which every Man, 
whoſe Character is unimpeached, has an abſolute 
Right to, when he ſolemnly declares the Motive 
on which he has acted; that, on the contrary, 
their Deciſion was treated in a Manner too groſs to 
be repeated; and the Aldermen thought them- 
ſelves juſtified, in carrying their Diſapprobation of 
this Step to the utmoſt Extremity, ſo far even as, 
by the Power of their negative Voice, to put an 
intire Stop to the Progreſs of the Building; not 
duly cooliiering, perhaps, the Conſequences of. ſo 
warm a Proceeding ; nor reflecting, poſſibly, that 
the City muſt ſuffer, a great many times over, the 
Loſs of the Sum in Queſtion, I mean 225 J. (ad- 
mitting it were really loſt) ſhould the great Ex- 
graces already incurred on account of the Manſion- 

ouſe, be rendered quite uſeleſs, as they neceſſa- 
rily muſt, in caſe the Building ſhould not proceed, 
which it cannot do, as long as the Negative ſub- 
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This is the Situation we at preſent ſtand in, with - 
reſpect to the Manſion-Houſe, and in which we are 
likely to continue, till the worthy Gentlemen, who 
put a Stop to the Building, ſhall be pleaſed to re- 
move the Impediment; and, with a Candour be- 
coming, I might ſay inſeparable from, Men of 
Wiſdom and Honour, retract the Step they have 
taken, if, on their cooler Reflexions, they ſhall 
find, that it can in nowiſe conduce to the Advan- 
tage, but muſt neceſſarily tend to the manifeſt De- 
triment of the City. . 

A modeſt Enquiry into this Point, is what is 
chiefly intended in theſe Papers ; and I have till 
now purpoſely ſuſpended doing it in this publick 
Manner, .in hopes that the Aldermen themſelves 
would, long ere this, have withdrawn their Nega- 
tive, or at leaſt have fatisfied the Minds of their 
Fellow-Citizens, of the Solidity and Juſtice of thoſe - 
Reaſons, which induced them to make uſe of their 
Plenitude of Power on this Occaſion. I could very 
heartily wiſh, that by giving the Publick a reaſon- 
able Account of their Conduct in the Point before 
us, they had been ſo good as to ſpare me a Taſk 
I am not very equal to, and by no Means fond of ; 
but as they have not thought fit ſo to do, I ſhall, 
with their Leave, proceed to examine this Matter, 
in the beſt Manner I can. ' © © © 

An Enquiry of this kind is the Birth-right of a 
free People, even in Affairs of a much higher Na- 
ture than that I am now about to treat of; and I 
am ſure it would be injurious to the Aldermen in 
Queſtion, to ſuppoſe, that it can give them Offence, 
to examine into the Reaſons of their Conduct; for, 
admitting the Act of Power by them exerted upon 
this Occaſion, were properly exerted (which, how- 
ever, is a Point ſtill undecided) yet I am fully per- 
ſuaded they would chuſe to have it conſidered as a 
Step by them taken for the Benefit and EU 
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of the City, rather than as a mere Oſtentation of 
their abſolute Power. K an 

Since then the negative Aldermen have rather 


choſe to ſubmit this Step of theirs to the Examina- 
tion of the Publick, than be at the Trouble of ex- 


- plaining it themſelves ; I ſhall proceed to make a 


ſerious Enquiry into the Merits of this Affair; and, 
altho* it cannot poſſibly be in my Power to ſay, 


what were the true Springs by which they were 


moved to proceed in the Manner they have done; 
yet, if I can ſhew, that no one defirable End, no 
one View which a good Magiſtrate ought to have 
at Heart, could poſſibly be obtained by the Ne- 
gative which they put on the Progreſs of the Build- 
ing, I perſuade myſelf, from the known Candour 
of the Gentlemen, that they will immediately re- 
tract an Error, which they have perhaps haſtily 
fallen into, and withdraw a Negative which muſt 
then appear to be neither conſiſtent with Reaſon, the 
Good of the Publick, nor their own Honour. 

I ſhould be very ſorry to have my Intention, 
in what I am now writing, ſo far miſtaken, as 
to have it ſuppoſed, I mean to charge the whole 
Body of Negative Aldermen without Exception, 
with any Views unworthy the Character of good 
Magiſtrates: Far be it from me; I ſhall, on the 
contrary, at all times be ready to admit, that in 
geveral, they deſerve the Character of very worthy 

giſtrates, as to the Rectitude of their Intentions ; 
but whereas to be mortal, and to be liable to Error, 
are ever inſeparable; and whereas, notwithſtanding 
the valuable Qualities they poſſeſs, theſe worthy 
Aldermen are but Men, as we are, meer Fleſh 
and Blood; they may, perhaps, have run a little 
too precipitately into Meaſures, productive of no one 
good Effect, which a wiſe and prudent Magiſtrate 
ought to keep in view in all his Reſolutions and 
Tranſactions of a publick Nature; and this merely 
. - Aadiies : | 3 through 
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4 through human Frailty, without the leaft Impeach 
2. ment of the Dignity of their Characters as Ma- 
33 giltrates, for this can only be impaired or leſſened, by © 

à wilful perſiſting in wrong Meaſures, and an obſlinate 

Refuſal to ſurrender to the Convictions of Reaſon and 

Truth ; but I flatter myſelf, no Perſon of this Cha- 
racter can be found in that worſhipful Court, and 

upon this I fully rely, as to the Sucteſs I hope the 

following Papers may have. £ 

Having once or twice mentioned the Views which 

a wiſe, prudent, and good Magiſtrate, ought to 

have in all the Reſolutions he takes in his publick 

Character; I think it would be proper here to de- 

fine, what theſe Views ought to be; and J believe, 

I ſpeak the received Senſe of all Mankind, when 

I fay, that a good Magiſtrate will have no Views, 

but ſuch as manifeſtly tend to the Peace, Honour, 

and Advantage of the Body, over which he preſides, 

and that theſe he will faithfully purſue, with a ſtrict 

Regard to Juſtice and Equity. 

It is by this Scale I intend to meaſure the late 

Proceedings of the Negative Aldermen, and as I 

ſhall carefally avoid all perſonal Reflexions and 

ſcurrilous Inſinuations of any Kind whatever, 

ſtrictly confining myſelf to my Argument; fo I 

hope, that what I have to offer, will have its juſt 
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| Weight: At leaſt I will not fall into an Abſurdity 
f which has too often prevailed, and which is gene- i 
0 rally a Symptom of a weak Argument; I mean, 2 


. that of exaſperating thoſe you would endeavour to 
F convince, and adminiſtring “ a lenitive Medicine in 
a corroſive Vehicle: J alſo exhort any Gentleman 

4 who may have Inclination to write on this Subject, 
. to do it in the ſame Manner; let him keep to his 
4 Point, and not part from his Temper, nor in Imi- 


*The Author forbids any Witling to charge him as talking 
like an Aporhecary on Account of this Allukon, = | 


tation 


21 


tation of a late + Reverend Writer, drown the 
Strength of his Argument in an Ocean of Scurility; 
this Sort of Conduct can only inflame Diſcontents, 
never can reconcile a Difference: I ſhall, therefore, 
in the Proſecution of my preſent Subject, carefully 
avoid falling into it. 

That I may proceed with ſome Regularity, I 
ſhall conſider the negative Vote, whereby the Al: 
dermen have put an intire Stop to the Building 
the Manſion-Houſe in the following Views: 


1. With regard to the Peace of the City. 

-  edly. With reſpe& to the Honour of the City. 
 3dly. As it affects the Advantage or Profit of 
the City. | 

Abh. I ſhall enquire, Whether, all Things con- 
ſidered, Prudence did call for a Negative, or re- 
quire that a full Stop ſhould be put to the Building, 
on account of the Diſpute concerning the 225 l. and 
whether in Juſtice and Equity, the Preference 
which the Majority of the Commons gave to the 
higheſt Propoſal, ought not to have been confider'd 
in a different Light by the negative Aldermen ? 

- 5thly. 1 ſhall ſhew, that giving the extra Sum of 
e257. in the Maſon's Work, might poſſibly turn 
put to the Advantage of the City; but that putting 
a Stop to the Building muſt unavoidably be a De- 
triment to it. 

When I have gone through theſe Heads, which 
Iwill do with as much Brevity and Clearneſs as I 
can, I ſhall beg Leave to make ſome ſhort Remarks 
on the negative Power veſted in the Aldermen 
by the Act 11 Geor, I. in which I hall endeavour 
to ſhew, that although it may in ſome Caſes be 
properly and juſtly made uſe of; yet if it be too 
frequently exerted, and carried to the utmoſt Ex- 


+ The Letter to my Lord Me--r, by the Reverend Mr, C8, 
tend 


Mini lier of the Goſpel. 
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tent of what the Act at preſent ſeetns to allow, fe 


can end in nothing but the ſevereſt Oppreſſion of the 


Commoners of London. 

I ſhall conclude all with a brotherly Caution to 
my Fellow-Citizens, to look with watchful Eyes on 
the Increaſe of Power in the Court of Aldermen, 
as they tender the very Exiſtence of the Court of 
Common Council; and if any amongſt them 
have ſhewn their Approbation of the negative 
Vote of the Aldermen, in order to carry any par- 
ticular Point; I ſhall admoniſh them to return: to 
their right Minds, and, again treat the Nega- 
tive as a Monſter, which, as Common-council Men, 
they ought rather to endeavour to whip out of the 
Court, than prepoſterouſly cheriſh it in their 
Boſoms. | | 

But before I begin the Task now ſet before me, 
I mwuft beg Leave to ſet the worthy Aldermen 
themſelves right, as to the Nature of the Queſtion, 
in which they voted with ſo much Spirit; I hope 


they will not call this a preſumptuous Attempr, 
fince I have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, that 


the greateſt Part of them really did miſtake the 
Caſe, ſo. far as to imagine they were voting in Fa- 
vour of Dun and Deval's Propoſal as the cheapeſt; 


when in reality, they were inadvertently putting an 
entire Stop to the Progreſs of the Building: My 


Reaſon for ſuppoling this, is the following one ; 
I am undeniably aſſured, that one of the chief 
amongſt them declared in a publick Company ſe- 
veral Days afterwards, that he voted in the Man- 
ner he did, in order that Dan and Devai, the 
cheapeſt Propoſers, ſhould have the doing the 
Maſon's Work ; but being anſwered by a Perſon 
then preſent, that the Queſtion in which he voted 
could not poſſibly relate to the Deciſion of which 
of the Propoſals ſhould be accepted; that Point 
having been before decided with the Solemnity of 
2 A 
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a Diviſion, in favour of Horſenail, Townſend and 
Taylor's Propoſal; he replied with ſome Vehemence, 
that if the Queſtion in which he voted, did not 
give the Preference to Dun and Deval's Propoſal, 


he did not underſtand Eugliſß. I beg now it may 


be conſidered whether; the Queſtion in which this 
worthy Alderman voted, could poſſibly have the 
Tendency he profeſſes he had in view, or not; as 
I juſt-now ſaid, the Preference given to Horſenail's 
ropoſal, was a Thing at that very Time abſolutely 
determined, after long Debates on a Diviſion 3 
that Point. was therefore quite foreign to the Que- 
ſtion on which the Aldermen inſiſted their parti- 
cular Opinion ſhould be taken, and on which they 
put their Negative, which Queſtion ran as near as 
I can recollect in theſe Words: viz. That it be re- 
„ ferred to the Committee for building the Man- 
« ſion-Houſe to enter into a Contract with Meſſ. 
« Horſenail, Townſend, and Taylor, ſor performin 
* the Maſon's Work for the Sum of 17200/, = 
* take proper Security for their well Performing 
<« the ſame, according to their Propoſal;“ which in 
other Words amounted to this, Shall the Building 
go on or not? This Queſtion could not therefore 
poſſibly relate to any undecided Preference at that 
Time ſubſiſting between the two Propoſals: Now, 
altho? I ſhall not diſpute the Gentleman's under- 
ſtanding Exgliſb, yet I think if is evident by his 
own account of the Affair, that he greatly miſtook 
the Queſtion then before him ; in voting for which 
he was nevertheleſs remarkably warm and ſan- 
guine: And it is further very apparent, that this 
Gentleman was not the only negative Alderman, 
that underſtood the Queſtion in the ſame manner, 
or pretended ſo to do, ſince in a Liſt publiſhed 
immediately after the holding of this common 
Council, 4 which theſe Gentlemen gave a very ſtrong 
Mark of their Approbation, and ſupported in a very 
C 
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relating to the Elegibility of either of the N 
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remarkable Manner; the Aldermen, who oppoſed 
þ Dun 


this Negative, are ſaid to have voted againſt D 
and Deval's Propoſal, as on. the other Hand, the 


Aldermen who by their Negative put a Stop 
to the Manſion Houſe, are ſaid, in all the 4 
n 


publiſhed on this Subject, to have voted 
and Deval's Propoſal, as being the cheapeſt; this 


Miſtake runs, I ſay, through all the Diſcourſes. 


made, and Papers printed on this Subject, and 
very remarkably in two Letters printed in the Daily 
Advertiſer one on the 25th of Fuly, and the other 
on the 10th of Auguſt laſt, to which I refer my 
Readers; and I ſhall not take any further Notice of 


theſe Letters, it being my Reſolution to meddle 


with nothing of a ſcurrilous Nature, nor to follow 
a malicious Libeller, thro? his unmanly Suggeſtions, 
his dark injurious Inſinuations, 


Having, I think, pretty fully proved, that the 


Majority of the negative Aldermen did not under- 


ſtand the Nature of the Queſtion in which they 


voted ; let me now add, That the Aldermen wha 
oppoſed the Negative, cannot with any Shew of 


ruth, Reaſon, or Juſtice, be ſaid to have voted 


one Way or other, for either of the Propofals for 
the Maſon's Work; the Merits of theſe Propoſals, 
had already been fully debated and decided in 


favour of Horſenail and Company, notwithſtanding 
they inſiſted on 2257. more than the Others; the 


Aldermen therefore, on the Queſtion upon which 
they put their Negative, had nothing before them 


the Points included in that Queſtion were theſe, and 
theſe only; That is to ſay, | 
- 1/f, Whether the Queſtion then on the Carpet was 
ſuch an Act, Order, or Ordinance, of Common 
Council, as could juſtly be conſtrued by the Act of 
Parliament, to be ſubje& to the Controul of the 
negative Voice of the Aldermen, ee 

* 28 e 2dly, Whether 
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2dly, Whether it was Prudence to raiſe a Flame, 
or even cauſe the leaſt Diſſention or Miſunder- 
ſtanding between the Aldermen and Commoners 
of the City of London for the Sum of 225 /. 

* Z3dly. Whether in caſe the Expences already in- 
| curred by the City on Account of the Manſion- 
' Houſe, ſhould be rendered quite fruitleſs, by pre- 

venting the Progreſs of the Building, the City 
would not be prejudiced to a Value many Times 
greater than the Sum At that time in queſtion, 
4thly. And laſtly, Whether the Honour and 
: Dignity of the City, would not be expoſed to the 
Deriſion of all Men of ſober Underſtandings and 
good Senſe, if a Scheme fo ſolemnly entered into, 
and in proſecuting which ſuch large Expences had 
been incurred, ſhould be overſet and laid aſide on 
ſo trifling an Occaſion. | ; 
' Theſe were the Conſiderations included in the 
: Queſtion, and which weighed with the Aldermen 
who oppoſed the Negative; they knew the Conſe- 
- quence of ſuch a Vote, they were very ſenſible it muſt 
raiſe Animoſities, in the City which could redound 
neither to her Honour or Advantage; they thought 
it was ſtretching their Power a great deal too far, to 
| interfere ſo ſtrongly with the Opinion of the Com- 
monners, ih an Affair of ſo ſmall Conſequence ; and 
for theſe Reaſons, which they hope their fellow Citi- 
zens muſt on cooler Thoughts approve of, they voted 
in the Manner they did, in which ſome of them have 
this additional Merit, that notwithſtanding they were 
as deſirous of having Dun and Deval's Propoſal ac- 
cepted, as the moſt active Gentleman in the Negative, 
they gave up that favourite Point of theirs, as they 
hope they ſhall always readily do any other, whenſo- 
ever the Peace, Honour, and Advantage of the Ciry, 
or the Privileges of the Commoners are in any Man- 
ner concerned; and they hope they ſhall never 
"betray ſo unwarrantable a Luft of Power (how 
1 g "EB tempting 
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tempting ſoever it may appear to ſome P zople 
as to graſp at it to the Prejudice of their fellow 


ment, or by any other Means whatever. 
To conclude this Head, If ever the Aldermen 
ſhould by frequent Exertions of their negative 


Voice, attempt to diminiſh or annihilate the Power 


of the Commoners of London, they hope it will 
not be forgot; that they bore their early Teſtimony 
ainſt ſo unjuſt an Incroachment ; they hope their 
Conduct on this Occaſion will be remembered to 
their Honour; at leaſt they will always think it a 
great one, that the late Lord Mayor, who very ſel- 
dom errs in Point of Judgment, came ſo en- 
tirely into their Way of thjaking, as to deſire his 
Vote might be added to theirs ;. 
have no Inducement, but his real Approbation of 
their Reaſoning ; ſince from the Nature of his Of- 
fice. he was under no Kind of Neceſſity of de- 
claring his Opinion, either one Way or the other. 
But to proceed: MD os ny ate 
I am, in the firſt Place, to conſider the Negative 
of the 7th of June, as it affects the Peace of the 
City : And that this may have its full Force, let us 
remember that Peace and Unanimity are what give 
all the Weight this City can poſſibly pretend to 
have in any national Affairs; a convincing Proof 
of which we had in the Overthrow of the late Ex- 
ciſe Scheme, which glorious, as well as happy Event, 
had never ſignalized the 11th of April, had we not 
on that Occaſion acted with the moſt perfect Union; 
and if | hereafter any Attempt of a like Nature, 
ſhould be made on our Trade and Liberties; how 
unhappy would the Conjuncture prove, ſhould it 
come upon us at a Time, in which we might be 
divided with Heats and Animoſities; for whatever 
Cauſe our Diviſions may originally ariſe from, whe- 


ther they proceed from Things of Conſequence or 


oy 


or which he could 


„ + Trifle 
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Citizens, either by overſtraining an Act of Parlia- 
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2 Trifles, whether we quarrel about Religious, Civil, 
„5 or Political Matters; or for a Stone, a Straw, or a 
. Feather; an equal Advantage may be made of our 
Diſſention; ſo. that to diſturb the Peace and the 
Unity of the Citizens, is to diminiſh the Weight 
and Conſequence of the City, and ſo far deprive it 
. of its very Being: How very cautious therefore 
| ſhould a prudent Magiſtrate be, of concurring in . 
7 any Meaſures which are likely to affect the City 
- in ſo important a Point! a Point on which ſo much 
5 depends, that it in a great meaſure determines whe- 
4. ther the City of London ſhall be conſidered as a 
> Body of ſome Conſequence in the Nation, or as a 
8 

4 

f 

- 


contemptible, uſeleſs Load upon the Earth, 
When any Government is ſo conſtituted that the 
ſmaller Body ſhall have a Right to controul the 
reater; whether it be a Kingdom or a Corporation, 
if the ſmaller Body ſhall on every ſlight Occaſion 


> be exerting that Power, the greater Body will al- 
„ ways think themſelves braved and inſulted; and 
* from hence great Diſſentions will naturally ariſe, 
e and the worſt of Conſequences may be apprehended; 
e = a Free People will ever be uneaſy and think them- 
8 ſelves aggrieved, when any Power is exerted, that 
E has even the Air of being abſolute; and Prudence 
0 may ſhew, that every thing that is lawful; is not 
f 1 0 to be done on every Occaſion ; it is a known 
ts axim, That the Extremity of Juſtice borders very 
t. near upon Oppreſſion; it is therefore a very neceſſary 
ze Conſideration, when an extraordinary Step is t 

3 be taken, whether although the Thing 3 Rees 
e! ſhould ſtrictly ſpeak ing be lawful, the Conſequences 
w 3 of it may not be diſagreeable ; and whether the 
+ Body that think themſelves injured thereby, may 
e not imagine, that this indiſcreet Exertion of Power 
er on one Side, may entitle them to act in the ſame 
8 Manner; when this is the Caſe, Fury and Anger 
or will undoubtedly take Place of ſober and diſcreet 


6, | Councils; 


lf L 14 ] 8 
bl! | Councils; and nothing but Rage and Confufion can 
1. * . | | 
be the Conſequence of it. | 
The Aldermen, therefore, ſhould conſider their 
negative Vote, not as an offenſive, but as a defen- 
ſive Weapon, to be uſed only in ſome particular | 
Caſes of a high and uncommon Nature, and not | 
wantonly to be unſheathed oh every ſlight Occa- 
fion ; the Prudence of thoſe who are to weild this 
Flaming Sword, ſhould be adequate to the Danger 
that may attend the Uſe of it; and, leſt the greater 
Body ſhould think themſelves oppreſſed when con- 
trouled by the ſmaller, this Act of Power ſhould 
; not be exerted unleſs the Importance of the Af- 
fair in queſtion ſhould happen to require an uncom- 
mon Remedy; :- | 2 1 
This Power, if exerted in any other Manner, } 
will naturally be conſidered by the Commons, as a 
Severity exerciſed upon them; and it will be no 
Wonder if they reſent it accordingly : They will 
14 certainly reflect, that they have alſo a negative 
Voice, as well as the Aldermen, and may be 
| tempted, in anſwer to the Treatment they have 
10 received from them, to exert it in their Turns; 
ply What an unhappy Situation would this City be in, 
bit. if ever Reſentments ſhould run to this Height! 
i The negative Aldermen could not be inſenſible 
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h of the Diſcontent their Proc.eding muſt naturally 
it give the Commons ; they muſt alſo know, that this 
l Diſcontent might produce a Flame, and a very 
i dangerous one too; which, that it has done, the 
Heats and the indecent Behaviour of ſome Perſons, 
at a ſubſequent Common Council, too fully prove; 
and are ſuch Symptoms of a Fever, as muſt be 
Matter of the greateſt Concern to ſuch as have the 
Peace, Welfare, and Dignity of the City at Heart; 
and altho* the prudent Behaviour of the Perſons 
who were chiefly aimed at in this extraordinar 

Manner, has in a great meaſure damped the Re- 
; f ſentment, 
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ſentment, yet, as long as the Injury ſubſiſts, the 
Embers are only covered over, and will, on the 
firſt Puff, blaze out again, perhaps with greater 
Violence than at the firſt. | | 

To ſum up this Head: Since the Aldermen 
mult be ſenſible, that their putting a Stop to the 
Manſion-Houſe by their negative Voice, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily cauſe a Diſſention in the City, it is plain, 
they could not vote in the Manner they did, with 
any View of preſerving the Peace of the City; they 
muſt therefore, doubtleſs, have had ſome other very 
important Point in View, for the Sake of obtaining 
which, they might perhaps think it worth while 
even to riſque the Peace and Quiet of the City; they 
might poſſibly imagine the Honour of the City 
might be ſet in a ſtrong and advantageous Light 


by this their. Proceeding. I ſhall, therefore, in 


Purſuance of the Method I have laid down, pro- 
ceed to examine their negatiye Vote, as it regards 
the Honour of this City. 

And with Regard to this Point, the Honqur of 
the City, I muſt own myſelf quite at a Loſs to find 
out in what Manner the negative Aldermen could. 
conſult that, by putting a Stop to the Building; na 
Man can allow thoſe worthy Aldermen that ſhare of 
good Senſe, and ſound Judgment, which I admit 
them to be Maſters of, and at the ſame time ſuppoſe 
they could imagine it would redound to the Ho- 
nour of the City, to put a Stop to a Building, the 
Preparations for which had been ſo ſolemn as well 
as expenſive, for the Sake of fo trifling a Sum ag 
225 1.----this can never be ſuppoſed or believed; 
much leſs is it probable the City ſhould gain any 
Honour by giving People a Handle to Er that 
they levied ſuch ſevere Fines on ſeveral of their 
Members, under à Pretence of building a Manſion 
for their Lord Mayors, but with a previous Deſign 
and Reſolution. of applying the Monies to other, 
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perhaps very different Uſes ; and by the Bye, Ine. 
ver yet heard any plauſible Reaſon given but the 
Neceſſity of having ſuch a Building for i ex- 
torting ſuch large Sums of Money from the Ci- 
tizens in her preſent State of Affluence, very ſe- 
verely felt by many, and diſagreeable to All: May 
it not be matter of Reproach to the City if a Belief 
ſhould obtain, that notwithſtanding the Money was 
raiſed under the plauſible Pretence of doing Honour 
to the chief Magiſtrate, yet no ſuch Thing was 
ever intended? May not this Suſpicion, already 
entertained by many, be generally believed by 
every body, if ever the Money ſhould be applied 
to any other Uſe than that for which it was raiſed? 
This certainly can never redound to the Honour of 
the City. 1 | 
Is it not for the Honour of the City to be go- 
verned by ſteady Conncils, ſuch as may convince 
the Wortd that no Steps are taken at random, 
without due and mature Deliberation? and yet, 
how can the City avoid the Charge of à reproach- 
fu] Levity, of an unjuſtifiable Raſhneſs, if a Work 


- undertaken with ſo much Deliberation and Solem- 


nity, ſhall be laid aſide upon ſo trivial a Pretence, 
as that which has cauſed the preſent Stop to it? 
Will not the World be apt to conclude we had em- 
barked lightly and without due Conſideration in 
the Affair, and were glad of any Pretence to lay it 


. aſide? 


I have heard a worthy Alderman who gave his 
negative Voice on this Occaſion, ſay he did it for 
the Honour of the City, alledging that the City was 


. obliged in Honour, on all Occaſions, to give every 


Job to the cheapeſt Propoſer ; had I had the Honour 
of being acquainted with him, Lcould have told him 
that the Perſon who does the Work for the leaſt 
Money is not always the cheapeſt Propoſer, ſince 
the Goodneſs of the Work may eaſily * 


1174 

a ſmall Difference of Price; but as I propoſe to 
ſpeak of this in another Place I will diſmiſs it here, 
and I ſhall only remark, that although the Alder- 
man might be, nay doubtleſs was, fully perſuaded, 
that the City ought in Honour to have given the 
Maſon's Work to the. Perſons who propoſed doing 
it for leaſt Money; yet when the City had thought 
fit to do otherwife, for Reaſons which they ima- 
pine ſufficient ones, his putting a Stop to the 

ilding on that account, was no kind of Remedy 
to the Evil he. complained of, it could not alter the 
Deciſion of the Maſons Work already carried in 
favour of Horſenail's, &c. Propoſal ; it had rather 
the Appearance of a Step angrily taken by him, 
becauſe the Propoſal he eſpouſed was rejected: To 
conclude. this Head; I fincerely declare, that altho” 
I have impartially conſidered this Step of the nega- 
tive Aldermen in every Light, I can fee it in none 
which is in any Manner adyantageous to the 
Honour of the City. | 

If in the next Place we conſider this negative 
Vote as it affects the Profit and Advantage of the 


City, I cannot find the leaſt Colour to ſuppoſe the 


Aldermen concerned in that Vote had that once 
in their Thoughts; had they for a Moment taken 
the thing in this View, they muſt have been con- 
vinced, that although the Sum of 2257. in queſtion 
had been abſolutely thrown away, which is a diſ- 
8 Point; yet this Loſs could bear no kind of 

roportion to the Loſs the City muſt ſuffer, by 


rendering the great Expence already incurred in 


_ Preparations for building the Manſion Houſe, uſe- 


leſs and of no Effect; the Diſparity between the 
two Loſſes is ſo great, that it would be Time miſpent 
to calculate it; yet great and heavy as it is, the 
City muſt ſubmit to it; and even be at a further 
reat Charge to fill up the Ducꝶ Pond now made at 
loc H. Market, in order to adapt that Ground to 
| any 


£139 


any other Uſe, unleſs the worthy negative Aldermen 


ſhall at length ſhew-ſome kind of Regard for the 
City's Loſs, and take off the Embargo they have 
laid on her Proceedings: Till when TI hope they 
will not over-rate their Merit in the prudent and 
frugal Management of the City's Money face 
whoevef is the Cauſe why Monies prudently. laid 
out, do hot anſwer the Intention with which they 
were disburſed, or depriyes the City of all the Ad- 
vantages of ſuch Disburſements, really and in 
Effect throws that Money away. 8 
I think what Has been ſaid on this Head, ally 
Thews how much the City ſyffers in Point of Profit 
and Advantage, by the negative Vote, which is the 
Subject of our preſent Enquiry. | 

I come now to take a View of jt in another Light, 
and to conſider, whether Prudence, Juſtice, and 
Equity did really require that the Aldermen ſhould 
22 an intire Stop to the arg: becauſe the 

t 


ommon Council had preferred the higher Pro: 

oſal to the lower: I have already ſaid, that the 
Goodneſs of ſome Work may be ſo much ſuperior 
to that of another, as to render that intrinſically 
the cheapeſt which exceeds a [mall matter in Price; 
as this is 4 Truth which cannot be conteſted, I ſhall 
only infer from hence, that if the Majority of the 
Commoners were in their own Minds convinced 
that the Perſons whoſe Propoſal they prefer'd would 
do the Maſons Work better than the others by more 
han the Difference of 225 l. they were not only 
aſtifiable in voting as they did, but even in Con- 
Fience were obliged Io to do; and from hence it 
follows, that the Majority of the Commons yoted 
for the higheſt Propoſal upon the ſame Principle as 
the Mihority voted for the loweſt : I mean the In- 
tereſt and Advantage of the City; and this is ſo 
far from being 4 Paradox, that Juſtice and Equity 
pblige every Mar to belieye they did ſo, for 5 
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all Men, who in Life bear an honeft and ung 
impeached Character, have a Right to be believ'd, 
when they ſolemnly declare the Motives on which 
they have ated in any Affair; and as thoſe of the 
Majority of the Common-Council with whom I 
have converſed, have in the moſt ſolemn Manner 
declared they gave their Votes for the higheſt of 
the two Propofals, purely from a thorough Con- 
viction that the Work would. be done better, by 
more than the Difference in Coſt : They have, I 
fay, a Right both in Juſtice and m_ to be be- 
lieved; and ſurmizing they had any View of another 
Kind, is doing them a manifeſt Wrong. The ut- 
moſt that could poſſibly be objefted to their Pro- 
ceedings, could amount to nothing more than 
an Error in point of Judgment ; and ſure no Man 
of Candour can allow, that any Perſon, on ſuch an 
Account, can have deſerved the injurious Rex 
flexions and ſcurrilous Inſinuations, given out ag. 
well in Print, as Diſcourſe, againſt the Majority of 
the Common-Council, by the preſent Abettors of 
the Negative, who ſeem ridiculouſly fond of 3 
Sconrge, which may one Day gall their Sides. 

I hope my Readers will be of Opinion with me, 
that in Juſtice and Equity this Reſolution” of the 
Commoners deſerved to have had a more candid 
Conſtruction put upon it by the negative Aldermen; 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen had * ſufficiently de- 
clared their Diſapprobation of the Step then taken; 
and if the Publick Money had thereby been mifap- 
plied and thrown away, as they contend jt was, it 
is manifeſt, that no Part of the Odium could ſtick te 
them, it muſt all have fallen on the Commoners, 
if they could not in a clear Manner have juſtified . 
their Conduct in the Eyes of Mankind; but, how 
unhappily does it fall out! Theſe Gentiemen, thro? 
an Exceſs of Zeal for the Advantage and Profit-of 
the City, and moved with the ſtrongeſt Indignatjon 
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-t6...ſee. 226 L. of her Money (as they pretend) la- 


viſhed and thrown away have What? 597 0 
to ſhew their utmoſt Abhorrence of ſo prodigal, 


profuſe a Proceeding, they have prudently, — 


i thrown away a Sum twenty Times more 
conſiderable, by putting a Stop to the Manſion- 
Houſe, and thereby rendering all the Expence in- 


curred on that Account, quite wen and dead | 


Loſs to the City. 

Theſe are the happy Effects of that uncommon 
Zeal they have expreſſed on this Occaſion z had it 
been tempered with their uſual Prudence, they 
would have conſidered themſelves as Truſtees for 
the City, as well as Patrons and Adyocates for Dun 
and Deval, and have rather ſuffer*d thoſe Favourites 
of theirs to be deprived of the Benefit of the Work, 


| how hard ſoever it might be upon them, than have 
put their Ward, the City, to a Loſs ſo much more 


conſiderable than the Sum which conſtituted the 
Difference between the two Propoſals. 

This is che Light in which the great Economy 
and Frugality of the negative Aldermen ſtands, 
even ſuppoſing the 225 l. in Queſtion, had been 
really, as they pretend, quite thrown away; you 

e how much better it would have been for the 
City, had theſe her tender Guardians ſubmitted to 
this Loſs, rather than by a Zeal, which J believe, 


now does appear to have been none of the diſ- 


creereſt, have ſo greatly encreaſed her Damage: 
But, how muſt their Conduct appear; if it ſhall be 
proved that this Sum was ſo far from being thrown 
away, that by giving it, the City had a Chance of 
receiving a Benefit; but that by the negative Vote 


| which put a Stop to the Building, the City could 


— nothing but Detriment, which is what 
the next Place I have engaged RN to 


ber. 


. -» 5 5 2 N I believe 
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I believe the moſt ſanguine Aſſertor of the 
tive Vote of the Aldermen, will hardly deny that a 
Difference, not only of one and à half per Cent. 
3 which is more than that in Queſtion, but even that 
4 a Difference of twenty per Cent. may be found in 
4 the real Goodneſs of Maſons Work, yet ſcarce 
4 diſcoverable to' the Eye: This daily Experience 
/ ſhews; there is, therefore, no way of. proving that 


the 225 J. was thrown away, but by ſhewing it 
was not poſſible for Hor/enail and Comp, to per- 
form the Maſon's Work in ſuch a Manner as might 
' deſerve the Sum of 17200 J. (which the Common 
Council had agreed to give them) equally as well, as 
N Dun and Comp, might deſerve the Sum of 16925 J. 
for which they propoſed to do it; if this be true, 
there is at leaſt a Chance or Probability that Horſe- 
; nail and Comp, may do the Work with the additional 
F Encouragement of the 225 J. in ſuch a Manner ag 
7 to be intrinſically better, by all, nay more than 
that Difference in Price; in ſaying this, I am far 
from intending to undervalue Dun and Deval's 
Work, for I am fully perſuaded, that had the Com- 
mon Council agreed with them at a higher Price 
than they propoſed, they could and would have 
made their Work deſerve it by an adequate Addition 
= to it's Goodneſs ; all I would deduce from this is, 
that the Common Council in the Extra Price of 225, 
for the Maſon's Work can't, nor ought to be, any 
more charged with throwing away that Sum of Mo- 
ney, than any private Perſon ought to be, who buys 
a Hat for a Guinea, and might have one for 
twenty Shillings, ſince 'tis very poſſible the Differ- 
y ence in Price is made up in the Goodneſs: From 
1 hence it appears that the Charge of throwing away 
226. is groundleſs, and the Fact fo far from being 
proved, that unleſs you will ſuppoſe Hor ſenail and 
Comp. incapable of doing Juſtice, the City might 
have had their Maſons Work done as much better 
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by them, as the Encouragement in point of Price 
required; and from the honeſt Characters thoſe Ar- 
uficers have always borne, this might reaſonably 
have been expe from them; ſo thar the 
Amount of all this Clamour is, that the Commons 
had agreed to lay out 225 J. for Mafons-Work 
more than theAldermen thought prudent they ſhould 
lay ont; for *tis impoſſible, in the Nature of 
the Thing, to prove, than the Extra Price would 
not have been accounted for with real Goodneſs of 
the Work; if ſo, I ſay, the City had a Chance to 
have received an Advantage, at leaft a valuable 
Conſideration for it, and then the Money is ſo far 
from being thrown away, that there is a reaſonable 
Expectation it may be laid out very much to the 
Cicy's Advantage, ſince *tis a Truth all Perſons 
concerned in Buildings will certainly experience, 
that Workmen cramped in Price will infallibly re- 
imburſe themſelves largely, by performing their 
Work in a Manner proportionate thereunto. 

Since then it plainly appears, that the 2280. ſo far 
from being thrown away as has been unjuſtly aſſerted, 
might in all Probability have been honeſtly de- 
ferved by the Artificers in the Goodneſs of their 


Work, and conſequently laying out that Sum, have 


redounded to the Advantage of the City ; Who can 
defend the Step taken by the Aldermen ? For they, 
under a Pretence of preventing an imaginary Loſs 
to the City, did put it to a certain Loſs, the Amount 
of which conſiſts of the Sum Total expended and 
diſburſed in Preparations for the Building, as alſo 
of the Rents for that Purpoſe deſtroyed, which, 
not to appear inviduous, I here forbear to calculate, 
although at the ſame Time, I muſt aſſure my 
Readers I am ready, if called upon, to do it; I ſhall 
only ſay at preſent, that were it done on the faireſt 
and moſt moderate Calculation, it would afford 
them juſt Matter of Surprize and at 4. 
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Let me now, before I proceed any further it 
the Taſk I have impoſed on myſelf, look back, and, 
in a very few Words, ſum up what I have endea» 
voured to prove; which I ſhall do by Way of Query 
and Anſwer. I hope in ſo doing to give no Offence, 
and 1 flatter myſelf the following Queries muſt 
readily be anſwered, as I have anſwered them. 

1/t. Did the Aldermen, by their negative Vote 
of the 7th of June laſt, conſult the Peace and 
Quiet of the City 2——Anſwer ; No. 

_ 2dly. Did they thereby advance the Honour of 
the City ?——No. | i 
3dly. Did they, or could they, by that Vote pro- 
cure any Kind of Profit or Advantage to the 
City? No. 0 | 

Aby. Did Prudence, Juſtice, or Equity, require 
that an abſolute Stop ſhould be put to the Building 
of the Manſion- Houſe ? No. 
 Sthly, Could they, by voting, as they did, recall a 
Point already determined in Common-Counctl, and 
give to Dun and Deva! the Performance of the 
Maſons Work at that time decided in favour of 
Horſenail and Company's Propoſal? No. | 
If none of the above-mentioned Effects could poſ- 
bly be produced by their negative Vote, they are 
in the moſt ſerious Manner called upon, to declare, 
by Points they had in view by voting as they 
I come now to take a View of the negative Voice 
veſted by the Act 11 Geo. I. in the Aldermen z and 
I ſhall firſt conſider it, as a Power delegated to 
them in order to put a final End to all-Diſputes be- 


' tween the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons; for 


thus it is expreſly declared in the Preamble of the 
Clauſe which enacts it; and ſecondly, I ſhall con- 
{der it in the Light it muſt neceſſarily appear in, 


ſhould it be ever carried to the utmoſt Lengths the 


A will admit of, and be exerted in frequent In- 
| ſtances 
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Kances over all the Acts, Orders, and Ordonances of 
the Common Council, which are not expreſly ex- 
cepted 1 in the Act. 

The Clauſe which eſtabliſhes the negative Voice 
begins with this Preamble, viz. And to the In- 
$* rent that a final End may be put to all Diſputes 
«* between the Mayor, Aldermen, and the Com- 
*. mons of the Common- Council of the ſaid City, 
touching the making or paſſing of Acts, Orders, 
„ or Ordonances in Common-Councit; Be it 


* Enacted, c. From this Preamble it 1s plain, 


this Power was put into the Hands of the Alder- 
men, in order to put a final End to all Diſputes; 
ought not this Power therefore to be uſed for the 
Purpoſes for which it was granted, and no other? 
If it is uſed on any Occaſion where the Intent and 


End of granting it cannot be obtained, is not this 


an Abuſe of the Power granted? May not this 
Power be uſed in ſome Caſes, in which the Exer- 
ciſe of it muſt neceſſarily perpetuate a Diſpute, in- 


' ſtead of finally deciding it? Is not the preſent Cafe 
an Example in Point of what I now mention, and 


how can the preſent Diſpute be ever decided, if the 
Negative be not retracted? Is it not a very ſevere 
Reflection upon the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, to 
imagine they could enact a Law for the final Deter- 
mination of Diſputes, which muſt in many Inſtances 
inevitably perpetuate thoſe Diſputes? Would not 
fuch a Law be a manifeſt Abſurdity ? I am humbly 
of Opinion, that if a Conſtruction of an Act of 
Parliament can be found that is-reaſonable and na- 
tural, we ought to be contented with that, and not 
ftretch ir ſo far as to make it ena, what is in its 
own Nature abſurd- or ridiculous. 

_ Whilſt therefore we are waiting for the led 


and ſolemn Deciſion of Council on this Caſe, let us 


make Uſe of the Lights of Common-Senſe, and 


util we are better informed, ſuppoſe, that the 
Negative 
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Negative granted to the Aldermen on the Acts, 


Orders, and Ordonances of the Common Council 
was deſigned to extend only to By-laws to be pro- 

ſed in that Court, and not to any Oeconomical 
or Pragmatick Reſolutions, relating to the Admi- 
nĩſtr ation of the City's Affairs, or Things needful 
to be done for the Goodof the City, the ſuſpend- 
ing or putting a full Stop to which muſt be detri- 
mental, and leave the Affairs of the City in a 
worſe Situation than they were in before; in ſuch 


à Conſtruction as this, the Clauſe now under our 


Conſideration would no Doubt be effectual in finally 
deciding any Diſpute, for in caſe any new Law were 
propoſed, which, how beneficial ſoever, might have 
the Misfortune to diſpleaſe the Majority of the Al- 
dermen preſent, and they ſhould put the Negative 
upon. it, there would be an End of -the Diſpute z 
and the City would remain juſt as it was before 
ſuch a Law was propoſed ; and if it received no Be- 
nefit from the intended new Law, it would at leaſt 
remain in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Benefits it before en- 


Joy'd: But give me Leave to obſerve, that the Caſe 


will be quite different when this Power is exerted” on 
Acts, Orders, or Ordinances relating to any Thing 
which is neceflary to be done, and which, if left un- 
done, muſt redound to the Detriment and Lois of 
the City, and to the Prejudice of any of the Inha- 
bitants; in ſuch a Caſe as this, I ſhall always think 
it an Abſurdity, to ſuppoſe the Act intended the 
Negative ſhould take Place; for if it did, muſt 


we not agree that the Act of Parliament ſpeaks in 


the following abſurd and inconſiſtent Terms, vix. 

* And to the Intent that a final End may be put 
* to all Diſputes, between the Mayor, Alder- 
* men, and Commons of the ſaid City, touching 
* the Manner of doing any Thing agreed on all 
* Hands to be neceſſary to be done, Be it enacted 
6 by the n That the OI" 

an 
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ie ad Commons ſhall have a reciprocal Power by 
tg Negative Voice, to hinder and prevent the 
«, Thihg's being done at all; I hope the learned 

Council to whom this Caſe thall be refered, will 
take Cate to vindicate the Act bf Parliament from 
talking in fo abſurd and jnconſiftehr a Manger, 
In order to illuſtrate a little further the Abſurdity. 
that muſt attend the Suppoſition that the Negative 
was deſigned by the Act to extend to Things ne- 
ceſſary to be done; let us ſuppoſe that a Diſpute 
had roſe concerning the Preſervation or Repair of 4 
Building already erected, and not about the Ele- 

vation of a new one; let us for Argument's 
Sake imagine the Monument by ſome 2 — 
was detlined from it's Perpendicular, and in Danger 
of immediate Ruin, unleſs time]y look'd after, that 
on this the Corthmon+Council were aſſembed tb re- 
ceive from the proper Artificers Propoſals for this 
neceffary Repair, let us now ſuppoſe, that either 
the Aldermeh or Commons ſhou]d put a full Stop 
to the Proceedings in this Matter, by 4 Negative, 
either becauſe the Perſon they eſpouſed had not the 
doing of the Work, or for any other Reaſon, I aſk, 
Whether in this Caſe the Exerciſe of the Negative 
would have the Effect the Act of Parliament in- 
tended it ſhould have, viz, Would it put a final 
End to the Diſpute ? No certainly, it would on! 
put a final End to the Repair, the Diſpute woul 1 
ſubſiſt tilt the Monument might fall and bury a 
whole Precinct in it's Runs. 1 
lf any one ſhould object to this Parallel and ſay, 
though it might be neceſſary to keep up the Monu- 
ment, it is not ſo to have a Marifion-Houſe, for 
fince we have been ſo many Ages without dne, we 
may continue to be without one ſtill; to this | 
would anſwer, that although a Manſion-Houſe is a 
Thing which Might ſtil] have been diſpenſed with, 
had no Steps been taken in order ꝛo have one; yet we 
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by our own Act and Need, have made that neceſſary, 
. which was befare a Thing indifferent: Let any 
Man otherwiſe tell us, how he will accoynt for the 
great Expences the City has been put to, the Has 
vock made, as well in her Caſh as her Income, in 
order to the Erection of the Building; let us fee 
how he will apologize for the Fines rajs'dqn many 
eminent Citizen; for the ſame End, unleſs he urgey 
the Neceſſity of having a Manſion-Houſe: Wil 
not the ſeveral Acts, Orders, and Ordonances, una. 
nimouſly paſſed in Comman-Coynci}, prove, thag 
the Legiſlative Power of the City thought it ne- 
ceſſary to have ſuch a Building? and in what a ris 
diculous Light muſt any Man place ſo wiſe a Body 
as the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of 
City of London in Common-Council affembled, 
f after all the Steps they have taken, all the Ex- 
ce they have put the City to, if after they have 
agreed with the Workmen to dq the Carpenter's, 
Maſon's, and Bricklayer's Work, he ſhould yrge 

Manſion-Houle is not neceſſary, 
We may, Ichink, in the next Place, fajrly gon -: 
clude, that the Negative was not deſigned by this 
AR to extend to Things neceſſary. to be dane, the 
Delay or Omiſſion of which, muſt neceſſarily be der 
trimental to the Affairs of the City, if we conſider, 
that the Clauſe which immediately follows thag 
which enaQts and eſtabliſhes the Negative js a 
Clauſe of Exception, as to certain Points, which 
wy of abſolute Neceſſity to be done, are doubt, 
leſs for that very Reaſon placed out of the Reach of 
the Negative Voice; theſe are, the Election of g 
Common Sergeant, a Town Clerk, Judges of thg 
Pheriffes Court, Coroner, Common Cryer, Com- 
miſſioners of the Sewers, Garbler, and the Goyernony 
and Aſſiſtants of the 7ri/þ Society; theſe ars left tp 
the Deciſion of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons, in r aſſembled, or the 
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Majority of chem, and were very probably all the 
Things of immediate Neceſſity, that occurt'd at the 
time chat Act was framed; had more Caſes of a like 
Nature occurr'd, tis very probable the Clauſe of Ex- 
ceprions had been more extenſive, and perhaps the ye- 
1. ry Caſe now before us had been provided for, could it 
4 have enter'd into any body*s Head, that ſo wiſe a Body 
„ às the Court of Common- Council of London could be 
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16 fo inconſiſtent with themſelves, as by a Series of Acts, 
1 A Orders, and Ordonances, declare a Thing to be ne- 
0 1 ceſſary, order it to bedone, incur large Expences in 
BUR! ordef to it's being put in Execution, and after all, ſtop 

1 | Hort, on account of a Trifle too ridiculous to repeat. 


ID 
a 


I have already faid, That this negative Voice of 
the Aldermen, ſhould be conſidered by them rather 
as a Defenſive than as an 21 15 Weapon; and 1 
allow that under the proper Reſtrictions of Pru- 
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i ö dence, ſuch a Power is not only reaſonable, but even 
144 neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Court of Alder- 
\+ | men; but if, on one Hand, the Aldermen would be 
14 expoſed to the greateſt Hardſhips and Inconveniences 


- were they deprived of this Power; ſhould they, on 


peefent trifling Occaſion, the more Lam aſtoniſhed : 
It looks to me as if a Deſign were on Foot to 
make the Practiſe more frequent; if ſo, Commons, 

Took to yourſelves ! or your very Being will be but of 
ſhort. Duration, or, which is as bad, of little or no 

e 

It is certain the Aldermen ought to have a nega- 
tive Voice ; but as certain they ought never to uſe 
1 0. — — it, 


226 676 
2 


1 | 

[4 | dhe other Hand, exert it in a deſpotical Manner, on 
8 every flight Occafion, it muſt become a grievous 
1 Oppreſſion to the Commoners, and produce great 
+l _Confufion in the City; the few Examples we have in 
1 dur Books of the Negative”s being made Uſe of, ſhews 
4 | how tenderly, and with what Caution, it has hitherto 
1:0 been thought prudent to handle it; and the more l 
i reflect how the Aldermen came to exert it on the 
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i" kkeept in Caſes of great Conſequence : [ 
Lord Mayor can, at his Flealure, and by N 
his Prerogative, ſtop all Proceedings in the Faure 


of Common Council, by taking up the Sword a 
departing which, to him, is in lieu of a Nega- 


tive. 1 | 

I ſhall never think the Aldermen make a juſt or 
prudent Uſe of their negative Voice, unleſs in the 
following, or ſuch Iike Caſes, viz. ſhould the Com- 
mons propoſe. a Law, which ſhould manifeſtly in- 
vade the Privileges. of the Aldermen; ſhould. they 
attempt any Act of a treaſonable or ſeditious Na- 
ture; any iltimed or juſtly-offenſive Addreſs to 
the Throne ; ſhould they endeavour to carry any 
Point, injurious to the civil or religious Rights of 
the Citizens; ſhould they inſiſt on any Act, Order, 
or Ordonnance, in itſelf repugnant to the Laws of 
the Land, or deſtructive. of the Liberties or Pro- 
perties of the Citizens: In theſe or ſuch like Caſes 
alone, can they exert their negative Voice, without 
the Imputation of .deſpotick Power: But ſhould 
they, as I ſaid before, exert it on all Occaſions 
which are not mentioned in the Clauſe of Excep- 
tions, what a Situation would the Commons of 
London be in! I will therefore juſt trace out the 
Condition we ſhould be in, ſhould the Aldermen 
extend this their Power as far as the Act, taken in 
its utmoſt Latitude, may ſeem to admit of. 
Ihe firſt Effect you would feel from ſo extenſive 
a Uſe of the Negative, would be, to find your- 
ſelves controuled in the Choice of all Committees z 
thoſe of the City and Bridgehouſe Lands might pro- 
bably be attacked in the firſt Place, It is not yet 
forgotten, that in former Times the Aldermen had 
the whole and entire Management of the City's Re- 
venues; and who knows how far the Love of 
Power, Sc. may ie ſome wiſh to fee thoſe 
Golden Days reſtored. * 
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June laſt, gave me, I think 


productive of the Evils I have hinted at; and ſince 


L 39.+ 
As no Money can be diſpoſed of by the Com- 
mon Council, without»an Act, Order, or Ordon- 
nance, the extenſive Uſe” of the Negative might 

in the next Place, be levelled a inf that Part of 
your Right, as Members of the Court of Common 
Council by thts Step, the Aldermen would have 
it in their Breaſt, to diſpoſe of large Sums of the 
City's Caſh, whilſt they might hinder you from 
— ſo ſmall a Sum as Ten Pounds; if they 
ſhould think fir ſo to do. Let no Man think this 


' is a vain Suggeſtion: I can aſſure you, that not 


many Years ſince, an Attempt, ſtrongly tendin 
this Way, was ſo openly and vigoroull hottie in 
the Councii-Chamber, that had nor four Aldermen, 
out of ſixteen then in Court, withdrawn themſelves, 
and by ſo doing diſſolved that enterprizing Aſſem- 
bly, you might probably, long ere this, have felt 
the moſt diſagreeable Effects of a Deſign declared 
to be legal by a learned Gentleman then preſent, 
and urged* with much Vivacity by e 
Members of that Court: But the honeſt Behaviour 
of thoſe four Aldermen, put for that Time a Stop 
to the Attempt ; and I have obſerved nothing like 
reviving it, till the negative Vote of the 7th of 
» Juſt Cauſe to appre- 
hend, that the fatal Thirſt of Power, of which I 
have given you now ſo manifeſt an Inſtance, is not 
entirely quenched. | 
I could pfoceed to enumerate many more Incon- 
veniencies and Misfortunes, which will be the ine- 
vitable Conſequences of this negative Power, car- 
ried to its utmaſt Stretch; hut what I have ſaid 
may be ſufficient to put you on your Guard, and 
[ would by no means appear defirous of putting 
Things into the worſt Light they are capable of. 
Since then the negative Power of the Aldermen, 
carried to its utmoſt Extent, muſt undqubtedly be 
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tt is equally manifeſt, that the Negative was grant- 


ed ih order to put an End to Diſputes, and not in 
order to perpetuate them; Conlider, my Fellow 


Citizens, whether you ought not to embrace the 


firſt proper Opportunity of applying to the Legiſla- 
tare. for fach in Explanation of — Lan S may 
confide that Power within juſt and reaſonablg 
Bounds, in ſuch a Manner as may ſecure the C m- 
moners of London, from being in the Hands ¶ the 
Aldermen, like Clay in thole of a Potter, to be 


by them converted into Veſſels of Honour, or Veſ- 


ſels of Diſhonour, at their Will and Pleaſure. 
After what I have ſaid, I need not, I believe, 
add much more, to engage my Fellow - Citizens to 
be cautious and watchful, elt the Power of the Al- 
dermen, from the Indolence and Supineneſs of ma- 
ny, and the ſiniſter Deſigns of a few, ſhould re- 
ceive an Increaſe, which will make it an Over- 
match for that of the Commons, by which they 
will, in the End, be neceſſarily reduced to a Body 
of as little Weight and Conſequence in the City, as 
the Con c n is in the C—h. Let vs conli- 
der, that the Civil Government of the City of Lon- 
don, is a Miniature of the moſt. perfect and moſt 
excellent of all Kinds of Government, I mean that 
of this Nation: Let us, therefore, ſtudy to pre- 
ſerve it, with that Care and Diligence, which fo 
noble and valuable a Conſtitution deſerves : Let us 
be jealous of our own Rights and Privileges as 


| Commoners, without attempting to invade thoſe 


of the Aldermen : But, above all things, let us 
look upon it as a Conduct deſerving the greateſt 
Reproach, meanly to approve, and abjectly to ap- 
plaud, that Mark of Contempt, that 1njurious Su- 
e the Negative of the Aldermen, when 

erciſe by them on Occaſions which do not re- 
quire the Help of Application of fo violent a Re- 
mech ; Let none of us, how juſtly ſoever we may 


. AT 24 | 2 
think ourſelves aggrieved or neglected, by Perſong . 
in the fame Intereſt with .ourſelves, meanly court 
the  digjointed Fragments f a vanquiſhed _ Party, 
and by their Help endeavour to create Confuſion, 

Where we cannot hope for Victory: Let us reflect, 
that if we could gain a Victory by ſuch Aſſiſtance 
as this, it would in Effect be a very great Misfor- 
tune to us, if we really retain the ſame Sentiments 
ang F rinciples we have hitherto made a Profeſſion 
of, and are not indeed changed and gone from 
them, as has been (I hope injuriouſly) ſuggeſted ; 
Let us remember, that by acting in this Manner, 
we do hut dale to the World, that if our Bre- 
thren have ſhewed us ſome Degree of Coldneſs or 
Diſregard, they have not done it without juſt 
Grounds : Let us, in the laſt Place, reflect, that 
if by our Means and Behaviour, the broken Intereſt 
above hinted at, ſhould again cement, revive, and 
gain the Aſcendant, we, who ran into their Arms, 
not out of Love to them, but from Views of our 
own, mult not expect any Share of their Eſteem or 
Favour ; when their Turn is ſerved, they will nas 
turally ſhake us off; of which, if we ſhould be 
weak enough to complain, they may juſtly retort, 
that as we took them into our Councils, only be- 
cauſe we wanted them, they turn us out of theirs, 
becauſe they have no farther Occaſion for our Aſſiſt- 
ance. . This we may depend upon, that as theſe new 
Allies muſt fully know, that we turned Tail upon 
our Friends and Principles, upon Motives in which 
a Regard to them had no kind of Share, they will 
admit us into no kind of Share of their Confidence; 
Nay, were we to run into all their Meaſures, with 
ever ſo much Warmth and Zeal, we ſhould ſtill 
be looked upon by them as nothing but officious . 
Renegadoes, What a wretched Figure ſhall we 
make in ſuch a Situation as this ! * 
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In order to avoid mak ing ſuch u mortifying Ap- 

fare if any of us have been unwarily drawn 
into any Meaſures, tending to overſet the Intereſt 
we have hitherto eſpouſed; let us open our Eyes, 


ere it be too late, and return to our forſaken Co- 


laurs, ete the reproachful Marks of Deſertion be 
too ſtrong upon us; our Brethren will yet receive 


us with open Arms, and bury all that's paſt in 


friendly Oblivion: Let us think ourſelves above 
adminiſtring to the Vainity of any one Perſon ; nor 
let us; by ſupporting any low Schemes, render our 
ſelves fit Objects of the Scorn and Contempt of our 
old real Friends, as well as of the Neglect and De- 
riſion of our new: pretended ones. — 

I have now gone through the Taſk I had at firſt 
ſet my ſelf, in as ſhort a Manner as I could. I am 
conſcious of great Wants of Accuracy, as well in 
the Stile, as the Manner of it: It was no Part of 
my Intention, had, I been capable to have done it, 
to work upon the Paſſions of my Readers: All I 
intended in theſe Papers was a Modeſt Enquiry into 
the Conduct of our negative Aldermen, directed to 
the common Senſe and ſound Underſtanding of my 
Fellow Citizens; and, at the fame Time, to warn 
them of a Danger; which my Care for their Safety 
may perhaps make me look upon to be nearer 
than really it is: One Thing I am very ſure of, 
that Caution can never be detrimental to them; I 
hope, therefore, they will applaud my Intention, 
what Faults ſoever they may find in the Manner in 
which I have executed it. 

I hope I have faid nothing, which can poſſibly 
give any juſt Cauſe of Offence to the Aldermen : I 
have ſpoken my Sentiments with a Freedom which 
becomes a Citizen of London; and if they have no 
Views which tend to the aggrandizing their own 
Juriſdiction, to the Prejudice of that of the Com- 
mons, I am content they ſhould laugh at my ho- 

| neſt, 


* 


r (0.56 . if they; or 
age ſuch unjuſt Neſigns;:I am equal - 
8 they ſhould diſcharge; on this my well- 
incegded tho! lib executed Eſſay, the utmoſt Indig- 


nation, detected Arabition can be capable of.. 


Jo conclude, I can and do ſolemnly declare, 1 


have written this Tract with an honeſt Intention; 
wund I will add, that altho' I/had the Honour of 
heing myſelf an Alderman, I ſhould not have wrote 
in another Manner; for, as I am an utter Enemy 
0 exorbitant, Power in others, I am far from d- 


veting it myſelf; and whatever Charms /ome People 


may find in it, I have always conſidered Power 
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